
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) approved a special triennial collection for the AMS in November 2012.
The first National Collection for the AMS was timed to coincide with Veterans Day November 2013 and raised more than $8,239,000.
The second National Collection for the AMS will be taken in dioceses and parishes across the country in 2016, for most at Masses the
weekend of 5-6 November, or as otherwise determined by an individual diocese or parish.

The Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS) was established by Saint John Paul II in 1985 to provide the Catholic Church's
full range of pastoral ministries to those in the United States Armed Forces. The mission of the Archdiocese is to "serve those who serve"
by providing the same pastoral care and services as any other Catholic diocese to Catholics serving in the United States Armed Forces,
enrolled in lf.S. Military Academies, undergoing treatment at any of the 153 Department of Veterans Affairs' Medical Centers in the lf.S;
Puerto Rico and Guam, working in civilian jobs for the federal government beyond ll.S. borders, and the families of these populations.
Programs and services vital to the unique mission and ministry of the Archdiocese include Vocations, Evangelization and Catechesis,
Sacramental Records, Tribunal, and Veterans Affairs.

The AMS Office of Vocations informs and supports men exploring a priestly vocation and provides opportunities for vocation
awareness and discernment with a focus on the military chaplaincy. The AMS Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program is a partnership
with local dioceses and religious communities around the country. Currently, the AMS partners with 23 dioceses across the U.S. with
28 co-sponsored seminarians studying in 16 seminaries. As many as 20 additional candidates are in-processing for 2016 and, since
the fall 2014, 113 candidates have been on one or more of the AMS discernment retreats and expressed interest in the Co-Sponsored
Seminarian Program and military chaplaincy. Once a seminarian is in the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program, the AMS covers half of
the costs to his home diocese for priestly formation.

In 2016, three priestly ordinations and one transitional diaconate ordination are expected. Twelve priests are currently serving as
priests in their home dioceses before they will begin ministry as active duty military chaplains. In 2015, three new co-sponsored priests
joined a branch of the military. The Nation and the Church continue to depend on this generation of future priests to relieve a chronic
shortage of Catholic chaplains in the military. At the same time AMS vocations programs have surfaced numerous other vocations to
the priesthood and religious life who do not intend to serve as chaplains!

The AMS receives no funding from the military or the government in support of the aforementioned programs and relies solely on
private donors. The AMS annual operating budget is over $6.8 million, which includes the cost of maintaining an archive of more than 3
million sacramental records, a tribunal to adjudicate marriage annulments and other issues of canon law, and a religious education and
faith-formation program. Additionally, the AMS average annual share of expenses for the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program is more
than $2.8 million over the next five years. The AMS average annual cost per seminarian is $18,000.

While the Government is reducing the size of the Armed Forces, the world situation, as we have repeatedly and dramatically
witnessed both at home and abroad, continues to make the need for a strong military more evident. It is imperative that the Catholic
faithful who defend our religious freedom do not have to sacrifice theirs.

To learn more about the mission and ministry of the AMS, please visit www.milarch.org/nationalcollection.com.

http://www.milarch.org/nationalcollection.com.

